
High quality care for all, now and for future generations 

June 20th 2017 

Dear Councillor Lampkin 

Re:  Health funding in Dartford 

Thank you for your letter dated 5 May regarding the above. I apologise for the delay in responding. 

You raised concerns about the degree to which the CCG funding allocation formula takes account of 
population growth and resulting health needs, particularly for an area like Dartford where there are plans for 
significant population growth. 

In order to provide greater certainty for CCGs and support two-year operational planning, NHS England has 
set firm allocations for the period 2016/17 to 2018/19. The formula which supports these allocations uses 
the sum of the registered lists of each GP practice within each CCG as at October 2015. To reflect future 
growth, these are then projected forward using the Office of National Statistics projected growth for local 
authority populations mapped to CCGs. The ONS projections represent the best nationally available and 
consistent data we have to use for the purposes of CCG allocations.  

This results in a projected growth of 1% per year being taken into account when calculating Dartford, 
Gravesham and Swanley CCG’s target allocation, as you note in your letter, and set out below. The latest 
registered population published by NHS Digital for the CCG, from May 2017, is 265,277, slightly above the 
projected figure for 2017/18 used in the allocations. 

Actual Projected 
October 

2015 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 
% population growth - 1.0% 1.0% 1.0% 

Registered population 259,013 261,579 264,159 266,743 

We recognise that actual population growth may be more or less than the projections used for allocations. 
We will take the latest populations, based on GP registered lists, and revised ONS population projections, 
into account when we confirm allocations for 2019/20. 

Should local populations change significantly before then, we do have the option to re-open the allocations. 
However, when NHS England considered updated GP registered list data and how it compares to the 
projected populations assumed in the allocations prior to the operational planning process for 2017/18, we 
concluded that the changes were not large enough to warrant a general reopening of allocations. This is, 
however, an element we keep under review.  

Yours sincerely 

pp 

Simon Stevens 
Chief Executive 

NHS England (South) 
Premier House 

60 Caversham Road 
Reading 

RG1 7EB 
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